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MAT 0024—Elementary Algebra 
Online—Section 1869 

Spring 2005-2006 
  
Instructor Karen A. Estes, Ph.D. Office LY 245 
Email Estes.karen@spcollege.edu Phone 

Fax 
727-712-5723 
727-712-5861 

  
Monday & Wednesday 9– 10am, 11:00 am – 12:30 pm, 1 – 2 pm, 5:00 – 5:30 pm 
Tuesday & Thursday 9:30 – 11:00 am, 12:30 – 2:00 pm 

Office Hours: 
  

Friday 9:30 – 10:00 am, 11:00 – 11:30 am 
 
Description:  This course is a study of the basic skills and concepts of elementary algebra from the view of the college student who 

needs an understanding of basic algebra.  This course will increase a student's computational skills and prepares the student for MAT 
1033. 

 Please note:  One goal of the class is to improve computational skills.  Students No calculator use. 
 
Prerequisite: MAT 0002/0012 or a satisfactory score on the College placement test.  MAT 0024 is a college preparatory course.  

Students who fail to successfully complete MAT 0024 within three attempts will not be allowed to register for any credit classes at 
SPC until mastery exceeding the placement test cutoff score equivalence has been demonstrated. 

 
Textbook: 
 Beginning Algebra:  Martin-Gay, 4th 
edition.   

Technology: 
 MyMathLab Access Code 
 

 

 

Make sure your access code is for MyMathLab !!!   
 

 
 

If you purchase a used text, you may purchase the MyMathLab access 
materials online at 
http://info.coursecompass.com/website/student_register.html . 
 

 
Attendance:  Students are expected to attend class regularly.  Attendance in this online class is measured by timely completion of 

coursework, including homework, Check-ups and tests.  After excessive absences (missed due dates) a student may be dropped 
with a grade of W prior to Monday, April 3, 2006 or a grade of F after April 3, 2006.  St. Petersburg College policy states that 
students may NOT be dropped from a course after the withdrawal date.  Note: Some universities interpret 'W's, 'X's, and 'I's as 
'F's when calculating grade point averages (GPAs). 

 
Homework: There are at least 3 sections of homework due each week.  Homework must be completed by the due date or you will 

receive a zero for that assignment.  The homework determines 5% of the semester grade, and you have opportunity to redo each 
assignment until you get a perfect score.  While this class has no formal meeting times, students should expect to devote 9 – 12 hours 
per week studying for this class. 

 
Testing: At least two Check-ups are given for each chapter.  The Check-Ups are to help you measure your mastery of the material, 

so you want to do them before the related exams.  You may redo any of the Check-Ups to improve your grades, and the maximum 
score is used in your Check-up average (this is under the Quiz category in MyMathLab).  The Check-Ups determine 15% of the 
semester grade.   There are 6 Chapter tests during the term.  You must complete the tests by the due date or you will receive a zero.  
Failure to comply with this requirement will result in a zero.  The chapter test average determines 20% of the semester grade.   A 
proctored midterm and final each determine 30% of the semester grade.  See the notes below 
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Study Skills: MAT 0024 is a developmental mathematics class whose course objectives are roughly equivalent to Algebra I in high 
school.  This class is a prerequisite to any college level mathematics class and to related science or business courses; thus, you 
should strive to  master this material to do well in subsequent classes.  Your success depends on the effort you invest in the class.  
Average students should plan to spend a minimum of 9 hours of study each week.  If you are weak in mathematics skills, you may 
spend much more than 9 hours in order to be successful.  Time management is very important; make note of the due dates below, 
work ahead, do not let yourself fall behind. 

 
Student Survey of Instruction:  Every student is expected to complete the Student Survey of Instruction survey which will be 

available online about three quarters of the way through the class.  The survey is used to determine the strengths and weakness of the 
course material and instruction.  It is anonymous, and students will be able to check NA to every question if they wish to do so.  
There will be a point in the class, however, where students will not be permitted to move on to the next part of the course without 
completing the survey, and we hope that all students will take the time and provide us with the evaluation feedback which is so 
helpful in improving our courses and College. 

Schedule 
 

Week Week of: Sections Check-Ups Tests 
Students are not allowed to use calculators  

on quizzes or tests. 
1 Jan. 9  1.1, 1.2, and 1.3   
2 *Jan. 16 1.4, 1.5, and 1.6 Sections 1.2 – 1.5  

3 Jan. 23 1.7, 1.8, and 1.9 Sections 1.6 – 1.9 
Chapter 1 

The Chapter 1 Test and all related homework and check-
ups are due by midnight Sunday, January 29. 

4 Jan. 30 2.1, 2.2, and 2.3 Sections 2.1 – 2.3  

5 Feb. 6 2.4, 2.5, and 2.6 Sections 2.4 – 2.5  

6 Feb. 13  2.7 (Percents only),  
2.8 Sections 2.7 – 2.8 

Chapter 2 
The Chapter 2 Test and all related homework and check-

ups are due by midnight Sunday, February 19. 
7 Feb. 20 3.1, 3.2, and 3.3 Sections 3.1 – 3.3  

8 Feb. 27 3.4, 3.5 Sections 3.4 – 3.5 
Chapter 3 

The Chapter 3 Test and all related homework and check-
ups are due by midnight Sunday, March 5. 

 *March 6   
SPRING BREAK 

There is no assigned work this week, but if possible, you 
should work ahead.   

9 March 13 5.1, 5.2, 5.3 Sections 5.1 – 5.3  

10 March 20 5.4, 5.5, and 5.6 Sections 5.4 – 5.6 **** Midterm—See note below. 

11 March 27 6.1, 6.2, 6.3 Sections 6.1 – 6.3 
Chapter 5 

The Chapter 5 Test and all related homework and check-
ups are due by midnight Sunday, April 2. 

12 April 3 6.4, 6.5, and 6.6 Sections 6.4 – 6.6  

13 *April 10 7.1, 7.2, 7.3, and 7.6 Sections 7.1 – 7.3 
Section 7.6 

Chapter 6 
The Chapter 6 Test and all related homework and check-

ups are due by midnight Sunday, April 16. 

14 April 17 8.1, 8.2, 8.3, and 8.4 Sections 8.1 – 8.2 
Sections 8.3 - 8.4 

Chapter 7 – 8 
The Chapter 7-8 Test and all related homework and 

check-ups are due by midnight Sunday, April 23. 
15 April 24 Review  **** Comprehensive Final—Saturday,  April 29 
16 May 1 Review  **** Comprehensive Final—Monday,  May 1. 

 
·  SPC will be closed Monday, January 16, the WEEK of March 6 for Spring Break, and Friday, April 14. 

 
There are TWO PROCTORED exams for this course.   

·  Students who live in Pinellas County must go to the University Partnership Center on the Seminole Campus to take the 
exams. 

·  Students who live outside of Pinellas County may arrange for an approved proctor and take the exam on one of those same 
dates.   The CyberAdvisor approves all proctors.  Go to https://www1.spcollege.edu/onlineforms/dtpform/dtpForm.html to 
begin the process.  You will want to BEGIN this process by the SECOND week of the term.  When making these 
arrangements, you should go to the testing center and make sure you can install the MathXL plug in required for the 



���������	
���

�����

��������������������������� �������

�

MyMathLab program to display the math problems.  If that is not a possibility, you must notify your instructor so that other 
arrangements can be made.  Arranging for a proctor is a time-consuming process; make the arrangements early in the term 
to ensure that you do not miss the midterm because your proctor has not been approved. 

 
**** Midterm:   The midterm exam is a proctored exam.  Students who live in Pinellas County must come to Seminole Campus on 
Monday, Tuesday, or Wednesday, March 20, 21, or 22, to take the exam.  Students who have arranged for an approved proctor 
must take the exam on one of those dates. 
 
**** Comprehensive Final:   The final exam for MAT 0024 is a state exam.  In order to pass the class, you must score at 
least 70% on that exam.  If you score below 70% on the state exam and are passing the class work, you may take the exam a second 
time to try to pass.  The final exam is a proctored exam.  Students who live in Pinellas County must come to Seminole Campus on 
Saturday, April 29 or Monday, May 1 to take the exam.  Students who live outside of Pinellas County may use the approved proctor 
that they used for the midterm, but they must complete the exam by Monday, May 1.   
 
**** Students with Disabilities:   Students with disabilities must bring their accommodation sheet to the midterm and final. 

 
The Final Grade in the course will be determined by the following formula: 
 

Check-Ups 
(Shown in the Quiz category of the MyMathLab Gradebook.) 
The Check-Ups are designed to help you make sure you are 
prepared for the exams.  For this reason, you should complete 
all of the chapter’s Check-Ups BEFORE the related exam.  
Once you have completed the Check-Ups, use the Study Plan 
link (in the navigation bar at the left) to view the objectives and 
review those that you have not mastered.  You can redo the 
Check-Ups at any time to improve your score.  The HIGHEST 
score is used in your Check-Up average. 
 
The Check-Ups remain open throughout the term so that you can 
use them for review, but you are expected to complete the related 
Check-Ups before each exam. 

15% of the semester grade 

Chapter Tests 
(Shown in the Test category of the MyMathLab Gradebook.) 

6 exams—100 points each 
The Tests are about 20% of the 
semester grade 

Midterm 
900 points 
(Shown in the Test category of the MyMathLab Gradebook.) 

900 points 
The midterm is about 30% of the 
semester grade 

Weekly Homework 
(Shown in the Homework category of the MyMathLab 
Gradebook.) 

5% of the semester grade 

Comprehensive Final Exam 
(Shown in the Other category of the MyMathLab Gradebook.) 
 
This is the State Final Exam.  You must score at least 70% on this 
exam to pass the course. 

30% of the semester grade 

 
The following scale will determine the letter grade: 

A 90% - 100% 
B  80% - 89% 
C  70% - 79% 
D 68% - 69% 
F 0% - 67% 

 
Note:  You must pass the State Exit Exam to be able to pass the course. 

 
Course Delivery:  The class is self-paced using MyMathLab , an interactive multi-media environment for learning Elementary 

Algebra.  The URL for this course is http://www.coursecompass.com.  You will be given registration information so that you enroll 
in our specific class. 
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·  This is a highly structured class with rigid due dates.  The goal is to help students master material in small chunks to be 
prepared for exams.  You must complete homework and test assignments by the due dates or you will receive zeros for the 
assignments.  

·  In MyMathLab, the text, Beginning Algebra, 4e, is found online in PDF format.  This multi-media text has embedded video 
clips and animations to help you learn the concepts. The PDF text is a duplicate of your print text, but it is interactive..  
Read either your print text or the electronic text and work the examples to help you learn the material.   

·  PowerPoint slides are provided for each section.  These present the concepts in a step-by-step fashion.  
·  The Graded Homework assignments in MyMathLab count as 5% of your final grade.  Before the due date, you have the 

opportunity to redo homework assignments until you get a perfect score.   You must focus on the process for solving the 
problems, you cannot just guess or simply copy from the example.  If you have difficulty with a problem, do not stop once 
you get the problem correct.  Use the Similar Problem button to work another similar problem to ensure that you have 
mastered the concept. 

·  There are weekly Check-Ups to help you make sure you have mastered the material for the chapter exams.  Although the 
Check-Ups do not have due dates, you are expected to do them BEFORE the related Chapter exam.  After you have 
completed a Check-Up, click on the Study Plan link in the navigation bar on the left.  Select the chapter and section of 
interest to see what objectives are mastered and which need to be reviewed.  The Check-Ups are always open (no due-dates) 
and can be worked as many times as you wish to increase your grade.  The highest grade on all attempts is the grade used to 
compute your average. 

·  There are 6 Chapter Tests.  The Check-Ups are designed to help you study for the exams.  Make sure you can do all of the 
problems on the Check-Ups to ensure success on the Chapter Tests.  Again, the Study Plan link can be used to focus your 
study on those objectives needing work. 

·  The average on the Check-Ups is 15% of the final grade, the average on the six Chapter Tests (each 100 points) is about 
20% of the final grade, and the Midterm  (900 points) is about 30% of the final grade.  The Comprehensive Final is 30% of 
the final grade.  

·  The computer-assisted instruction format will allow the instructor to provide individualized instruction as needed.  But, keep 
in mind; this is a student-centered class.   

 
Tutorial Support:  Tutors are available on all campuses to answer questions you might have about algebra.   
 

Tarpon Springs Campus Information Commons 727-712-5729 http://www.spcollege.edu/tsc/info_com/  
St. Pete/Gibbs Campus Learning Support Center 727-341-3512 http://www.spcollege.edu/spg/lsc/tutor.htm  
Seminole Campus Information Commons 727- 394-6984 http://www.spcollege.edu/spg/lsc/tutor.htm  
Clearwater Campus Learning Support Center 727-791-2674 http://www.spcollege.edu/clw/Campus/LSC1.htm   
Downtown Campus Tutor Services  http://www.spcollege.edu/downtown/services-

tutoring.htm  
Online tutoring 
Cyber tutor at eCampus 

http://www.spcollege.edu/se/support_services/tutors_learning_services/Index.htm  

Online Tutoring 
in Angel 

Procedure to self enroll in On-line Tutoring Center  

1. Go to the SPC Angel website at https://angel.spcollege.edu .  

2. Log on to angel by using your My SPC ID and password.  

3. Under Community Groups click on Find a Group.  

4. In Keyword Search box type LSC and then click the search button.  

5. Click on Enroll by PIN.  

6. The required PIN is 123456.  

7. You should see a window that states Enrollment Successful, Welcome to the LSC 
Tutoring Center. Close this window.  

8. On the top left side of the screen click on My Page.  

9. Under Community Group click on The LSC Tutoring Center.  

10. If you have any problem signing in please contact Saied Navab at (727) 791-2674 or send 
an e-mail to navabs@spcollege.edu. 
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SPECIAL NOTES TO COLLEGE PREP SYLLABI  (Courses beginning with 00) (Part I of II) 

 

Important College Policy Regarding Course Drop-Add Period and Audit Information : 
Effective Session 2 (January 13, 2003), students CANNOT add a course following the 1st day the class meets.  Students CAN drop a 
course during the 1st week of class and be eligible for a refund. (See a counselor/advisor to finalize your schedule, so you won’t be left 
without the classes you want or need.)  Students may not change from credit to audit status after the end of the first week of classes. 

  
Grading and Repeat Course Policies: 
State policy requires that students in college preparatory courses who repeat a course for the third time pay the full cost of instruction.  
The full cost of instruction rate for 2005/2006 is $241.05 per credit hour.  Counting for the purpose of this policy began in Session I, 
1997-98.  If you need to retake this course, you may either retake the course through SPC, or receive remediation through a private 
company or Pinellas County Schools and retake the placement test upon completion of such.  Please see a counselor for information.  
College preparatory courses are not used for GPA computation.  A grade of “A”, “B”, “C”, “D”, “F”, or “N” may be assigned.  
Students need to retake college preparatory courses in which they earn an “F” or “N”. 

 

Students with Disabilities:  
Students with documented disabilities who are requesting accommodations in their academic program or campus activities will need to 
meet with the Learning Specialist to review documentation and discuss appropriate and reasonable accommodations.  Accommodation 
sheets must be emailed to the instructor AS SOON AS POSSIBLE as there is a special MyMathLab course designed to allow more 
time on tests. 

 

Withdrawal Policy:  

A student who elects to withdraw voluntarily from a course prior to the designated withdrawal deadline for the session will receive a 
final grade of “W”.  After this date, if a student stops attending class or violates the class attendance policy, he/she will receive 
an “F”.   Please be advised that instructors will not be permitted to input a “W” after the withdrawal deadline.  Financial aid will be 
notified that the student has stopped attending class. 

 

Dual Enrollment & Early Admissions Students: 

A Dual Enrollment or Early Admissions student may not withdraw from any college credit course without permission from his/her high 
school principal or designee. Failure to notify could jeopardize graduation from high school and may result in the student having to 
attend the Adult Evening High School or Dual Credit Summer School Program to complete required credits. 

 

Federal Guidelines Related to Financial Aid and Total Withdrawal from the College: 
The U.S. Department of Education has implemented rules for students who obtain a Pell Grant, Stafford Loan and/or Federal 
Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant and subsequently totally withdraw from the College.  The rule requires you to refund to 
the Department of Education a portion of your financial aid if you completely withdraw from St. Petersburg College prior to the 60% 
point in the session.  You also may be required to repay funds to the College.  Should you consider totally withdrawing from all classes 
before the published withdrawal date, it is important that you consult the Scholarships & Student Financial Assistance office on 
your home campus to understand your options and the consequences of total withdrawal. 

 
Academic Honesty:  
Acts of academic misconduct or inappropriate behavior in any form will not be tolerated at St. Petersburg College.  Please refer to the 
“Academic Honesty and Expectations of Students” pamphlet or to http://www.spjc.edu/webcentral/admit/honesty.htm  for further 
details.  

 
Student Accident and Health Insurance: 
Information on student accident and health insurance may be obtained at the information desk in the Administration Building. 

 
Note Regarding Use of Photo IDs: 
A current SPC Photo ID is required to use computer labs, the fitness center and the museum. Students will also use this ID to access 
instructors’ required materials in the library, audiovisual equipment, and to check out any library books and materials. 
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Children on Campus: 
Other than for special events or in an emergency when specifically approved by the provost, employees and students shall not bring 
children to work or class other than for an occasional quick visit, to drop off a paper, pick up materials, for registration or similar 
activities.  In no case is a child to be left unattended on college premises. 

 

SPECIAL NOTES TO COLLEGE PREP SYLLABI  (Courses beginning with 00) (Part II of II) 

 
Computer Use:   
College computers are intended for academic work.  Inappropriate use of computers during class time is prohibited.   
 

Internet Caution:   
Students should understand that they are required to use the Internet.  Furthermore, students may be required to have discussions of 
class assignments and share papers and other class materials with instructors and classmates via chat rooms and other mechanisms.  
Therefore, Internet users may be able to access students’ works whether the access is secured or unsecured.  The College cannot 
protect students from the type of materials on the Internet or the potential piracy of students’ materials. 

 
Sexual Predator Information: 
Federal and State law requires a person designated as a “sexual predator or offender” to register with the Florida Department of Law 
Enforcement (FDLE).  The FDLE then is required to notify the local law enforcement agency where the registrant resides, attends or is 
employed by an institution of higher learning.  Information regarding sexual predators or offenders attending or employed by an 
institution of higher learning may be obtained from the local law enforcement agency with jurisdiction for the particular campus, by 
calling the FDLE hotline (1-888-FL-PREDATOR) or (1-888-357-7332), or by visiting the FDLE website at 
www.fdle.state.fl.us/sexual_predators.  If there are questions or concerns regarding personal safety, please contact the Provost, 
Associate Provost, Campus Security Officer or Site Administrator on your campus. 
 


